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ABOUT US 

  

Task 40 is an international working group 
under the IEA Bioenergy Implementing 
agreement. We conduct studies and 
organize events on various topics related 
to sustainable international bioenergy 
trade. Follow us on  

http://www.bioenergytrade.org 

  

The Task is jointly led and coordinated by 
Peter-Paul Schouwenberg (RWE 
Essent)and André Faaij (Copernicus 
Institute, Utrecht University), who will 
succeeded by Martin Junginger (also UU) 
as of January 1st 2013. Chun Sheng Goh 
(also UU) is assisting and logistically 
supporting the Task. Kees Kwant (NL 
Agency) is Operating Agent for the Task. 

  

NATIONAL TEAM LEADERS 

Please contact your national team leader 
for more information and how you can get 
involved with Task 40. 

  

Austria 
  
Lukas Kranzl & Julian 
Matzenberger 
Vienna University of Technology 
Tel: +43-1-58801 37351 
Lukas.Kranzl@tuwien.ac.at 
matzenberger@eeg.tuwien.ac.at 
  
Michael Wild 
Wild und Partner 
Tel: +43 676 611 76 22 
michael@wild.or.at 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Belgium 
 
Luc Pelkmans 
VITO 
Tel. +32-14-335830 
luc.pelkmans@vito.be 
  
Didier Marchal 
SPW 
Tel : +32-81-335865 
Didier.Marchal@spw.wallonie.be 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Upcoming events 

Workshop at the USIPA Conference, Miami, FL, US (27-29 Oct 2013) 

Task 40 is partnering with the USIPA to organize a technical workshop 
at the 3rd Annual Exporting Pellets Conference on 29 October. The 
workshop focuses on safety issues on transportation and storage, as 
well as logistics of biomass supply chain. 

  

About the conference: The conference will be held on 27-29 October at 
Fontainebleau Miami Beach Hotel, Miami Beach, Florida. Speakers will 
include all major European utilities, major U.S. producers, and experts 
in all areas of the supply chain. 

 
Click here for more details. 

 

The Transatlantic Trade in Wood for Energy: A dialogue on Sustainability 
Standards at Savannah, GA, US (23-24 Oct 2013) 

This workshop organized by Pinchot Institute and IEA Bioenergy brings 
together a diverse group of experts and stakeholders working on 
various aspects of the growing trade in wood biomass between the 
southeast US and Europe. It will include presentations, facilitated 
dialogue, and field tours examining how global trade in renewable 
bioenergy, especially wood pellet exports from the US to Europe, can 
meet broad expectations for sustainability, biodiversity, water quality, 
greenhouse gas emissions, etc. Participants will gain improved 
understanding of sustainable sourcing, and develop connections for 
future cooperation in establishing sustainability criteria and biomass 
supply chains. The participation in this workshop is limited. 

 

Workshop: Torrefaction of biomass, Graz, Austria (17 January 2014) 

This workshop co-organized by Task 32, Task 40 and the SECTOR 
project aims to discuss the technical aspects of biomass torrefaction. It 
includes fundamental discussion, sharing of application experiences 
and presentation of demonstration plants. For more information, 
please contact: 

Michael Wild 
Wild und Partner 
Tel: +43 676 611 76 22 
michael@wild.or.at 

 

Publication 

Book: International Bioenergy Trade: History, status & outlook on securing 
sustainable bioenergy supply, demand and markets 

Click here for sneak peek! The trade of global bioenergy commodities, 
such as ethanol, biodiesel and wood pellets has been growing 
exponentially in the past decade, and have by 2013 reached true 

Brazil 
 
Arnaldo Walter 
State University of Campinas 
Tel: +55-19-3521-3283 
awalter@fem.unicamp.br 
  

  
  
  
  
  

Denmark  
 
Lars Nikolaisen 
Jonas Dahl 
Danish Technological Institute 
Tel: +45 -7220- 1302 
Lars.Nikolaisen@teknologisk.dk 
joda@teknologisk.dk 
  
Thomas Bornerup 
Verdo Energy A/S 
Tel: +45 8911 4727 
tbo@verdo.dk 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Finland 
  
Tapio Ranta 
Jussi Heinimö 
Lappeenranta University 
of Technology 
Tel: +358 294 462 111 
tapio.ranta@lut.fi 
jussi.heinimo@lut.fi 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Germany 
     
Uwe R. Fritsche 
IINAS - International Institute 
for Sustainability Analysis and 
Strategy 
Tel: +49 (6151) 94324-0 
uf@iinas.org 
  
Daniela Thrän 
DBFZ 
Tel.: +49- 341- 2434-435 
Daniela.Thraen@dbfz.de 
  
Michael Deutmeyer 
Green Carbon Group   
Mobile: +49 173-9099250 
michael.deutmeyer@green-
carbon-group.com 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Italy 
Luca Benedetti, 
Emanuele Bianco 
Gestore Servizi Energetici (GSE), 
Italy 
luca.benedetti@gse.it 
emanuele.bianco@gse.it 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  

The Netherlands 
  
Martin Junginger, 
Chun Sheng Goh 
Utrecht University 
Tel: +31-30-2537643 
a.p.c.faaij@uu.nl & 

  
  
  
  
  

"commodity" volumes, i.e. tens of millions of tonnes traded each year, 
and billions (both in US$/EUR) of annual turnover.
 
IEA Bioenergy Task 40 was founded in 2004 and is now in its 4th 
triennium. For the past 9 years, task 40 has monitored the 
developments in international bioenergy trade, including the 
organization of about 20 workshops on trade-related topics, and the 
publication of over 100 studies, country reports, newsletters, etc. The 
amount of material produced over the years and insights gained in 
how biomass markets and international trade of biomass and biofuels 
has developed is impressive. Besides that the group has produced 
overviews and insights, also a large amount of practical experience has 
been brought together in what works and what doesn't. Last but not 
least, based on all this, there are clear(er) views on how to proceed to 
build working sustainable international biomass markets in the future. 
This book compiles those lessons and insights into an easily accessible 
book publication. 

 
Expected publication date: Late autumn 2013. Click here for more info. 

 

Future perspectives of international bioenergy trade 

August 2013 - This study aims to provide insight into "possible 
futures" of bioenergy trade and discuss implications and challenges 
related to different developments. The insight into future scenarios and 
perspectives of bioenergy trade revealed that substantial challenges 
for the future development of global and international bioenergy trade 
may be expected in the coming decades if a low carbon energy system 
is to be developed. The theoretical and technical biomass potentials in 
many models are often quite optimistic, and sustainable biomass 
potentials are only included to a limited extent, as these are often hard 
to quantify and are also not the main aim of the models. It remains to 
be seen how global, stringent mandatory sustainaibility requirements 
(e.g. on water use, biodiversity, forest carbon accounting and iLUC) 
would limit the production, trade and use of feedstocks in the first 
place, but also how practical certification of biomass would affect 
bioenergy trade. 

  

Download Summary 

 

Low cost, long distance biomass supply chain 

August 2013 - This report focuses on long-distance biomass supply 
chains, including ground-based supply of raw biomass to densification 
plants, and transportation of densified biomass to ports in other 
continents. It aims to: (i) provide an overview of the characteristics of 
three densified biomass forms; solid wood pellets, solid torrefied wood 
and liquid pyrolysis oil; for these; (ii) outline existing and future 
markets and specific supply chains for these products and explore 
large sources of biomass worldwide, some well-established and already 
being developed either for local use or trade, some only identified as a 
possible future potential source; (iii) highlight the importance of the 
costs of logistics in biomass supply chains; (iv) illustrate current cost 
structures of existing long-distance biomass supply chains, and (v) 
explore how the cost of current and future long-distance supply chains 
of wood pellets, torrefied pellets and pyrolysis oil could be lowered, 
and what this would require form the stakeholders involved. 

  

Download the report 

 

 



h.m.junginger@uu.nl 
c.s.goh@uu.nl 
  
Peter-Paul Schouwenberg 
RWE - Essent Corporate Affairs 
peter-
paul.schouwenberg@essent.nl 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
Norway 
 Trønd Bratsberg 
Enova 
Tel: +47 466 75 142 
arild.fallan@enova.no 
  
Birger Solberg & Erik 
Trømborg 
Norwegian University of Life 
Sciences 
Tel: +47-64-965728 
erik.tromborg@umb.no 
  

  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Sweden 
Bo Hektor 
Representing Svebio 
Tel: +46-8109915 
bo.hektor@fbio.se            
  
Lena Dahlman 
Svebio 
Tel: +46-08-441-70-83 
lena.dahlman@svebio.se 
  

  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  

United States 
J. Richard Hess 
Idaho National Laboratory 
Tel: +1- 208-526-0115 
JRichard.Hess@inl.gov 

  
  
  

  
Observers 

 

Canada  
Evelyne Thiffault 
NRCan - Laurentian Forestry 
Centre 
Tel.: (418) 648-5835 
Evelyne.Thiffault@RNCan- 
NRCan.gc.ca 
 
Sandy Ferguson & 
Ken Shields 
CanBio 
Ferguson@bcbioenergy.ca 
ken.shields@conifex.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

United Kingdom 
Rocio Diaz-Chavez & 
Jeremy Woods 
Imperial College London, CEP 
Tel. + 44 (0)20 7594 7315 
r.diaz-chavez@imperial.ac.uk 

  
  
  
  
  

 

Operating Agent 
Kees Kwant 
Agency Netherlands 
Tel: +31 - 88 - 602 2458 
kees.kwant@agentschapnl.nl 

 

Large industrial users of energy biomass 

September 2013 - The objective of the study is to obtain a global 
overview of the biomass use in industrial applications and transport 
sectors. The study investigates data availability and challenges related 
to the identifying the largest industrial users of energy biomass. The 
aim is to compose list of world largest users of energy biomass. The 
study includes heat and power plants and biofuel plants. 

  

The report will be published soon. 

 

The Science-Policy Interface on the Environmental Sustainability of Forest 
Bioenergy 

May 2013 - This publication reports on the discussions and opinions 
expressed during an expert workshop on the environmental 
sustainability of forest bioenergy in Canada, held in Quebec on the 3-5 
October 2012. The workshop was organised by the International 
Energy Agency Bioenergy Task 40 (International Sustainable 
Bioenergy Trade) and Task 43 (Biomass Feedstocks for Energy 
Markets), the IEA Bioenergy Executive Committee, the Faculty of 
Forestry, Geomatics and Geography of Laval University (Quebec, 
Canada), and Natural Resources Canada, with collaboration from the 
Global Bioenergy Partnership and the Canadian Council of Forest 
Ministers. Participants engaged in dialogue critical for the formulation 
of rational policy to achieve sustainable forest bioenergy production 
systems. 

  

Download the report 

 

On-going work 

IEA Bioenergy Intertask Strategic Project "Sustainability of certified solid 
wood bioenergy feedstock supply chains: Ecological, operational and 
international policy perspectives" 

The aim of this project is to provide background information on the 
operational and scientific aspects of sustainability criteria for solid 
woody bioenergy feedstocks to policymakers and other stakeholders 
for the development and possible extensions of the EU RED, 
certification systems, and national sustainability schemes. 
Furthermore, this is also seen as a possible input into the GBEP. The 
objectives of this project is to compare and contrast the proposed EU 
sustainability requirements for solid bioenergy with existing 
international trade in wood pellet supply chains, with a special focus on 
three case study countries that will likely play an important role in that 
trade, i.e. Canada, the United States and Russia. 

 
For more information, click here. For more details, please contact: 
 
Uwe Fritsche 
International Institute for Sustainability Analysis and Strategy (IINAS) 
uf@iinas.org 
 
Evelyne Thiffault 
Laurentian Forestry Centre, Canadian Forest Service 
Evelyne.Thiffault@RNCan-NRCan.gc.ca 

  

Main editor: Chun Sheng Goh (Utrecht University) 

c.s.goh@uu.nl 
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