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Draft Minutes of the internal IEA Bioenergy Task 40 meeting
Monday and Tuesday, 23-24 May 2016, Stockholm. 

The items have been left on the agenda in the original order of numbering to avoid confusion. Please add your comments and highlight in track changes and send back changes, corrections, additions etc. by 18 July 2016. 

· Members present: The Netherlands: Martin Junginger (chair), Peter-Paul Schouwenberg, Thuy Mai-Moulin (minutes); Austria: Michael Wild, Fabian Schipfer; Belgium: Ruben Guisson; Denmark: Wolfgang; Finland: Tapio Ranta, Jussi Heinimö; Germany: Uwe Fritsche, Christiane Hennig; Sweden: Bo Hektor, Olle Olsson, Lena Bruce; UK: Laura Craggs, Rocio Diaz-Chavez; US: Patrick Lamers.
· New attendee: Svetlana Proskurina (Lappeenranta University of Technology, Finland)
· Apologies were received from: Lukas Kranzl (Austria); Didier Marchal, Luc Pelkman (Belgium); Lone Berg Frederiksen (Denmark); Esa Vakkilainen (Finland); Daniela Thran, Michael Deutmeyer (Germany); Luca Benedetti, Alessandro Pellini (Italy); Richard Hess (US)

Table of content

A. Standard agenda items, finished reports, workshop 

1. Martin: Final approval Utrecht minutes 
2. Documents we produced for the Exco meeting in Rome (EoT report, progress report, Audited accounts) and ExCo update (Peter-Paul and Martin) 
3. Martin: Status update on Task 40 membership 
4. Peter-Paul: Final signed result 2015& financial overview – budget update 

B. Others 
5.Sveaskog representative: forestry strategies (May 23 after lunch) 
6.WBA presentation (11h30, 24 May) 

C. Ongoing & studies work 

7. Rocio:Status update on the socio-economic study 
8. Fabian:(Final) status update “Biomass prices as drivers for trade” 
9. Michael: Final publication of the torrefaction study 
10. Lena: Final update on the cascading study & workshop preparation for 24.5. 
11. Patrick : presentation of the forthcoming book; 
12.Martin/all: Discuss strategic inter-task project status on sustainability 
13.Uwe/all: Discuss strategic inter-task project proposal on success stories 
14.Christiane Daniela: Wood pellet markets 2.0 study 
15. Esa/Jussi/Svetlana: Update global Bioenergy trade study 

D. Other planned work for 2016 
16. Patrick: new proposal on Logistics for biorefineries 
17.Martin: proposal on waste trade (with task 36) 
18.Olle: proposal on the ‘role of actors’ 
19.Uwe and Olle: proposal on international trade agreement. 

E. Upcoming meetings, dissemination & miscellaneous 

20. Patrick/Christiane/all: Planning of the Miami meeting / workshop at the USIPA conference 6-8 November 2016 
21.All: Possible meeting locations + workshops in 2017 
22.Uwe//Ruben: Outreach strategies 
23. Thuy: Task 40 website & newsletter 
24. All: Updates of the latest development in each member countries (only if time allows)


A. Standard agenda items, finished reports, workshop 

1. Approval Utrecht minutes 

The minutes (DOC 01) was presented for approval. 

Decisions: The minutes were approved without any changes.

2. Task 40 documents for Exco meeting in Rome and ExCo update 

Peter-Paul: 
	UK representative announced that the UK will re-consider its membership to IEA Bioenergy depending on the outcome of the Brexit referendum  
Our documents were approved and for communication we should follow the format of Exco as far as possible. An important message is we need to keep our commitments to deliver the work/reports on time.

Martin: 
The hosting of the Task 40 website could be moved to the general IEA Bioenergy site. This could help save costs, and make the management of the website easier. One pre-condition is that we will keep full sovereignty over the management of our own website


Patrick’s question: Our tasks produce a number of reports; and what about the other outcomes to be delivered to Exco board, e.g. minutes of meetings, conference outcomes? Martin answers that in principle the minuets of our meetings are not confidential, but should primarily be accessible to Task members. If exco members should request access, that should be granted, but they should not receive them by default.

Rocio: some tasks do not have many members; it is therefore difficult to produce a large number of outputs


Action point: Thuy will discuss with Pearse about options to host the T40 website under the IEA Bioenergy website

3. Status update on Task 40 membership

Martin informed that some countries show interests to become members but so far there are not serious considerations. It is likely that Norway will leave Task 40.

4. Final signed result 2015& financial overview – budget update 

Peter-Paul informed that we had a considerable carry-over from 2015to 2016. This was also the case for more tasks. ExCo warned that if this surplus would still persist by the end of 2016, exco would redeem these funds.
Martin and Peter-Paul both stated that a large part of the surplus was already earmarked to pay for studies that were commissioned in 2015.  

The book that Patrick edited has been published by Elsevier. We decide that all Task member get one book copy paid by task funding. Also ExCo members that want to have a hardcopy will receive one. 

Update: after the meeting Peter-Paul made an updated budget for 2016& 2017, based on all new work we decided to commission. Based on that we will have slightly negative balance at the end of 2017.  


Christiane: 	It might be difficult for task members to make the budgeting in different currencies

Action point: Martin sends an email via Pearse to Exco members to check for interest about Patrick’s book . We will do the budgeting in Euro, except for the US.



B. Others

5. Sveaskog representative: forestry strategies 

Sveaskog is Sweden's largest forest owner and sells sawlogs, pulpwood and biofuel. It aims to be a model of sustainable forest management. Sveaskog uses 20% of their productive land for nature conservation and have voluntarily certified all forests according to FSC standards.
· Every completed felling is documented and followed up by the work team involved
· Social and cultural values of the forest are also taken into consideration.
 .
6. WBA presentation 

WBA representatives expressed the willingness to have cooperation with Task 40 in particular member networking, work collaboration.

Bharadwaj K.	provided some information about WBA activities: addresses a number of pressing issues including certification, data, knowledge and technology transfer, impacts on food, water and land use; promotes bioenergy on a global level;  promotes the increasing utilization of bioenergy globally in an efficient and sustainable way and supports the business environment for bioenergy.

WBA produces yearly report of global bioenergy statistics, position papers on Biomass for Energy versus Food and Feed, Land Use Analyses and Water Supply; and develops stainability verification scheme: investigates what criteria is needed based on FSC and PEFC, helps countries to develop their own standards.

	Martin: 	There is possible collaboration of WBA and Obj 2 of Inter-Task project on sustainability.

Action: Martin sends Karin contacts of Inge Stupak and Tat Smith


C. Ongoing & studies work

7. Status update on the socio-economic study
Rocio 	gave a presentation about socio-economic impacts of biomass export to the EU - socio economic study of the supply chain in Brazil and the Southeast US.  She briefly introduced the study approach including the project partners, background information of socio-economic impacts. Rocio had paid visits to facilities of National Labs (Oak Ridge National Laboratory and Savannah River National Laboratory), to switchgrass company, forest company, Forest Landowners Association, etc. to collect data for her research. She also made some interviews with forest stakeholders for her investigation. 
			Questionnaires had been sent to chosen stakeholders and feedbacks expect to be soon received. 

	Rocio 	indicated to extend the studied areas/ stakeholders (truck drivers, etc.) surrounding the supply chains and interactions with community. She considered to incorporates with other studies to have thorough overview of Brazil and Southeast regions

Comments: 
Laura: 	If enough data were received, then they should be included in the report

Peter-Paul: 	should organise the trip in a better way, requests should be prepared well in advance so the outcomes would be maximised.

Action point: Draft report to be delivered by the end of July, Martin will look for more contacts for Rocio

8. (Final) status update “Biomass prices as drivers for trade”

Some highlights had been provided by Fabian including:

- The only just introduced double-entry book keeping of bilateral monthly wood pellet trade flows in quantity [kilo tonnes /month] and value [€/month] available on Eurostat is of great added value for 1) bioenergy research 2) policy makers and 3) market actors.
- High data search costs are the most dominant last short coming on the way to market majority of wood pellets for heating
- For bioenergy researchers - and subsequently for bioeconomy researchers- the report gives a thorough analysis and discussion on how and which currently available data and indicators can be used to best set up an international wood pellet trade model.
- With regard to the commoditisation process we consider wood pellets a young commodity. However the wood pellet for heating markets in Europe are at this stage (beginning of 2016) at best semi-mature.
- Signs of market inefficiency are outlined due to 1) underutilised wood pellet capacities in Europe 2) wood chip prices depending on wood pellet prices but not vice versa 3) only a minority of trade flows nowadays following price changes in reporter and partner countries 4) not all consumers are fully exposed to the market due to vertical integration.
- Co-integration of wood pellets for heating markets is only found for Austria and Germany at this stage. Both prices depend on Italian price changes. French pellet prices are influenced from German, Austrian and Swedish prices. Co-integration with oil prices is also expected; in literature a soft indication for the Austrian case is already outlined.

Comments:

Peter-Paul: Biomass import to but also export from focused countries should be investigated

Michael: Data from Eurostat should be carefully used and cited (Michael wondered why biomass trade by airplane was included)

Martin: quality of data should be checked and discussed in the report 

Peter-Paul: company/ traders should be contacted for information

Olle: Trade between Sweden-France needs to be checked as data seem not accurate

Action: Fabian sends out additional papers for further information and comments, especially from Laura, Peter-Paul and Michael. Fabian expects to receive comments/ review by mid June to be able to also develop a qualified paper for Biomass and Energy journal. Report to be delivered to external readers in July, final report in August. Depending on quality of the analysis/ messages coming out of the report, we will decide whether the study will be presented in Miami.

9. Final publication of the torrefaction study 

Michael stated that the report has been reviewed by some stakeholders and the torrefaction chapter will be updated

Patrick asked if Michael is willing to present his study in Miami and Michael would certainly be happy to give a presentation

Action: Michael will provide the link to the publication

10. Final update on the cascading study & workshop preparation for the IWB workshop.

Olle mentioned that study is a nice outcome and definition of cascading is well established. The report highlights historical examples of implementing cascading in practices are and a paper is aimed to be developed soon.

Martin: A position paper might be relevant and should be considered for September for the EC/ Exco

Bo: production side should be considered, not only for the market

Lena updated about the IWB workshop. She received interests from some stakeholders and asked T40 members to help disseminate the study outcome at the conference and steer the debates on this issues.

Action: A summary/ 4 page paper is prepared and Martin contacts Kees if Exco is interested in having an endorsement for this study. Olle will prepare some background information for the public



11. Presentation of the forthcoming book – Developing the global bioeconomy

Patrick informed that the book is already published, 8 full content chapters. He thanked all contributing members for the book to be published after 2 years of development.

Action point:  Patrick sends full free pdf file for T40 members. All task members get a copy of the book (see also agenda item 2).

12. Discussion - strategic inter-task project status on sustainability  

Christiana: 	Involvements of various stakeholders should be more clearly pointed

Ruben: 	showed interests in participating in the project

Bo: 	his name should be removed from the list. He also pointed that bioenergy is controversial in some countries (according to some T40 members), but mainly on forestry sector

Uwe: 	there are some overlaps between Objectives 2 and 3 and the works of Objective 2 might be against Objective 3. The content needs to be carefully checked as well as people involved in the two Objectives. 

Rocio: 	majority of countries in IEA provides funds to Africa but they are focusing on tiny efforts mainly on cooking stoves but not on higher level (biofuels)

Action point: if T40 members are interested in contributing for the project, please contact Objective leaders before 9 June.

13. Discussion - strategic inter-task project proposal on success stories 

Patrick: 	bioenergy having positive changes should be highlighted and proved

Uwe: 	we should raise ideas on how to framing the project and recommend on success stories

Action point: T40 member indicating contributions by end of June. A draft proposal should be ready by end of June and a more developed report on August

14. Wood pellet markets 2.0 study 

Christian provided a presentation on the study of wood pellet markets and raised three issues for discussion: what data to be used and whether we choose 2015 as the reference year and asked for suggestions for other relevant sources with holistic information on European/global wood pellet markets; comments on structure and content of the study; Task 40 members’ interests and their responsibilities; and a total proposed budget of 30,000 USD.

Bo: 		recommended to make calculations based on recent statistics, especially interviews with expert to get actual data. He mentioned to check the Conference in Vietnam in February 2017 to get more information.

Uwe: 	sustainability criteria should be the central point

Peter-Paul: 	materials coming from cascading to be included in a new chapter, chapter 7? 
		Chapter 5a: if there are not much going on the market, it then should be brief

Fabian: 	limitations of Russian route should be included, 6a should be referred to the UK case

Martin: 	broad discussion about GHG emissions, including the work of SBP, Thuy’s work on harmonisation of sustainability requirements to be considered 

All on change of chapter 6: new names, e.g. challenges and opportunities, sustainability along the value chains 

Action point: Laura sends some names for involvements in the study; Martin contacts Aebiom/Fanny and asks Lotte Visser to provide some cost ranges in the US; Martin and Christiane lead chapter 7; Christiane leads on 2a; Laura and PP make contributions on 2b, Martin and Fabian on 2c. Chapter 3 might be led by Michael if Luca is not in charge of. Chapter 6a: includes change to GHG performance under the UK system. When we agree with the chapter content, Christiane/ Daniela send again the template and data request to everybody

15. Update global Bioenergy trade study 

Action point: Svetlana contacts Martin and Thuy regarding her proposal and trip in Utrecht in November

D. Other planned work for 2016

16. Proposal on Logistics for bio-refineries 

Patrick asked for suggestions regarding the content and contributions of Task 40 members on the study and Patrick is willing to change the content again if needed

Rocio: 	supports for bio-refineries are different between EU and US, Patrick should look for further information outside from our groups, e.g. Task 42, in particular capital investments of bio-refineries

Martin: 	also recommended to check the study of Task 42, if there are already studies on biorefineries for diverse feedstocks

Christiane: 	should make a concrete and clear study before proposing Task 42 as the study is rather broad

Fabian: 	logistics to scale up biorefineries to be included

Michael:	international trade, drivers for farmers, limitations, price and market should be investigated as impacting factors, topic is broad then quality might be limited

Ruben: 	biochemistry, biomaterials should also be considered

Patrick & Martin: consider to setup supply strategies and social- economic considerations.

Lena: 	stories for biorefinery products to be included

Action: Patrick considers narrowing down the study and contacts Task 42 for possible joint collaboration. Final proposal should be ready for approval in Miami, agricultural residues, wood pellets to be considered. 

17. Proposal on waste trade (with task 36)

Martin J. mentioned a talk with Task 36 leader to consider collaboration for a waste project. 

Action: Lena provides some names for this waste proposal development. 

18. Proposal on the ‘role of actors’

Olle 		explained the content of his study – The Role of Different Market Actors in Biomass Markets: Identify key market actors on supply/demand sides (global, EU, national) as well as structure of international biomass trade. 
	He asked whether or not wood chips should also be covered in the study and case study approach should include everything. He also asked for advices regarding timeline for the study.

	Peter-Paul:	 wood chips should be included and data from Netherlands can be discovered

Lena: 	the focus is dependent on purpose of the study. She asked Olle to make it more clearly on his studied purpose

Michael: 	markets for chips and pellets are different; therefore he recommends narrowing the focus on wood pellets. Inclusions recommended: Market risks and market actors, how failures and mistakes could be avoided, how market develops since last 10 years, what expects in the future, transparent in the market.

Bo: 	Olle should start with pellets then extend it later, actual data and info are all needed and these can be achieved by interviews 

Rocio: 	plans for survey and interview to be included

Martin: 	Qualitative investigation of wood pellet (various) markets should be considered as they may act and function differently

Peter-Paul:	industrial markets should be further investigated

Michael: 	recommended to include risks of different markets, obstacles and bottom-neck of the markets
	
Martin: 	Timeline should be early autum, and preliminary results in Miami

Action: Focus on wood pellets and inclusion of market comparisons, quality aspect and interviews with country representatives; Olle delivers the interview format by mid June for people to help (3 interviews)


19. Proposal on international trade agreement.

Action point: Martin checks with WBA to collaborate on a workshop


E. Upcoming meetings, dissemination & miscellaneous 

20. Planning of the Miami meeting / workshop at the USIPA conference 6-8 November 2016

Martin raised the question about Gotomeeting account: whether we should use Pearse account or trial account?

Uwe: 	use trial account first and check with Pearse for account usage when needed

Patrick:	more communication with USIPA representatives is needed to have clear programme for Task 40 in Miami

Action point: Martin, Patrick and Peter-Paul keep contact with USIPA conference organisers to frame the programme including 2 breakfast meetings and 1,5 hour workshop


21. Possible meeting locations + workshops in 2017

Uwe: 	we should link task 40 meeting with Exco meeting

Wolfgang: 	Biomass conference would be possibly organised in Copenhagen in 2017, we therefore should have a Task 40 meeting in the same place. 

Martin: 	Proposal for 2017 workshop to be ready before Nov 2016 

Ruben:	Another Task 40 meeting to be held in autumn, November or October 2017 in Belgium

Action: we go for two real meetings in 2017, one in Dnemark in June/early summer, and one end of the year in Belgium. We will also organise a Gotomeeting in March 2017 to share updates, so that the time lag between Miami and Copenhagen is not too big. 

22. Outreach strategies

Martin: 	Topic is not yet discussed; Luc should be involved

Uwe: 	we should improve our visibility, especially in South East Asia. China would be a promising member but they are not interested in trade but other issues. Thailand is another possibility to be engaged.

Action: Martin will discuss with Luc on having the guideline and contact Task 32 to have an event to promote the work of Task 40 in Asia in late 2017 or early 2018

23. Task 40 website & newsletter

We received an offer to link task 40 with IEA website, offer 25,000 dollars but it needs to be discussed

Martin: Some items to be included in the newsletter, workshops & proposals to be covered, draft to be sent in June 

Webinar: carbon accounting, cascading, torrefaction, reminder if possible after summer (cascading)

24. Updates of the latest development in each member countries

Finland: 	there is a new biorefinery plant will be built by a Chinese company in the north of the country using energy wood as its main raw material

Denmark: 	First Danish national Inter-tasks meeting was held in May 2016 with participants from Tasks 32/33/37/39/40/42/43 with the aim to exchange knowledge and align interests to represent Denmark in the different tasks: Joined input for intertasks projects and joined dissemination activities in national and international media

Germany 	there are now requirements on report of GHG emissions of energy use; ILUC status on biofuels is supposed to be sent to EC; there is also an investigation looking on various  scenarios of what will be happening with biomass; 

US: 		EPA on GHG accounting development on bioenergy

UK: 	there might have removal of feed-in-tariff for small renewable heating pumps; Brexit may weaken the motivation to continue decarbonisation (15% renewable goals might be missed); DECC climate change supports on nuclear power development.

Belgium: 	biomass is now more apparent to the Flemish public: there is investigation that big power plants are not  good but small scale plants are still favored, wood waste and solar panel are good sources for bioenergy

Austria: 	bioeconomy is more recognised, pellet consumption is decreasing due to oil price reduction

NL: 	there are closures of some big power plants, there is limited renewable energy support but for natural gas. No wood pellet imported in 2016 and debate on sustainability issues is still going-on

Sweden: 	industry sector is expanding to use bioenergy, there is not yet impact on the market but there might be soon in the future with the bioenergy expansion.

List of action points (in the order of the minutes)

	Item
	Description
	Who
	Needs to do what….
	By….

	4
	Final signed result 2015 & financial overview
	Martin J.
	sends reminder about book request. We will do the budgeting in Euro, except for the US
	June 16

	6
	WBA presentation 

	Martin J.
	sends Karin contacts of Inge Stupak and Tat Smith
	June 16

	7
	Status update on the socio-economic study
	Rocio D.C./ Martin J.
	Draft report to be soon delivered 
	July 16

	
	
	
	Martin will look for more contacts for Rocio
	June 16

	8
	(Final) status update “Biomass prices as drivers for trade“
	Vienna UofT
	Fabian sends out additional papers for further information and comments. Report will be developed in a qualified paper for Biomass and Energy 

Fabian expects to receive comments/ review 
	End May 16


June 16

	
	
	
	Report to be delivered to external reviewers 
	July 16

	
	
	
	Final report to be ready 
	August 16

	9
	Final update on the cascading study & workshop preparation for the IWB workshop
	Lena B. & Olle O./ Martin J.

	Lena B. prepares a summary/ 4 page paper on cascading study
Olle will prepare some background information for the public
	June 16

July 16

	
	
	
	Martin contacts Kees if Exco is interested in having an endorsement for this study

	June 16

	11
	Patrick’s book: Developing the global bioeconomy

	Patrick L. 

	Patrick sends full pdf file for free for T40 members 
	End May 16

	12
	Discussion: strategic inter-task project status on sustainability  

	All
	If T40 members are interested in contributing for the project, please contact Objective leaders
	before 9 June

	13
	Discuss strategic inter-task project proposal on success stories 

	All
	T40 member indicating contributions will contact to Uwe. A draft proposal should be ready by end of June and a more developed report on August
	End June 16 

	14
	Wood pellet markets 2.0 study 

	Laura C.
	Laura sends names for involvements in the study; 
	June 16

	
	
	Martin J.
	Martin contacts Fanny and asks Lotte Visser to provide some cost ranges in the US
	June 16 

	
	
	Uwe and Olle
	Uwe and Olle will prepare a proposal in Stockholm on international trade agreement.
	Before next meeting

	
	
	Others
	Martin and Christiane lead chapter 7; Christiane leads on 2a; Laura and PP make contributions on 2b, Martin and Fabian on 2c. Chapter 3 might be led by Michael if Luca is not in charge of. Chapter 6a: includes change to GHG performance under the UK system. 
	Sept 16

	
	
	Christiane H./ Daniela T.
	When we agree with the chapter content, Christiane/ Daniela send again the template and data request to everybody
	July 16

	15
	Update global Bioenergy trade study
	Svetlana P.
	Svetlana contacts Martin and Thuy regarding her proposal and trip in Utrecht in November
	June 16

	16
	Proposal on Logistics for bio-refineries
	Patrick L.
	considers narrowing down the study and contacts Task 42 for possible joint collaboration. 

Final proposal should be ready for approval in Miami, agricultural residues, wood pellets to be considered.
	June 16


Nov. 16

	17
	Final approval Utrecht minutes
	Lena B.
	provides some names for the development of waste project proposal 
	June 16

	18
	Proposal on the ‘role of actors’
	Olle O.
	Focus on wood pellets, market comparisons, quality aspect, study until 2016, and interviews with country representatives; 

Olle delivers the interview format for people to help (3 interviews)

	



Mid June 16 

	20
	Planning of the Miami meeting / workshop at the USIPA conference 6-8 November 2016

	Martin J., Patrick L. and Peter-Paul S.
	keep contact with USIPA conference organisers to frame the programme including 2 breakfast meetings and 1,5 hour workshop
	June 16

	21
	Possible meeting locations + workshops in 2017
	All 
	Proposal for 2017 workshop to be ready 

A Gotomeeting for al provide update
	Nov. 16

March 2017 

	22
	Outreach strategies
	Martin J.
	Martin will contact Task 32 to have an event to promote the work of Task 40 in Asia in late 2017 or early 2018
	July 16
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